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HOPPER'S HOUSE

B 3
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TOUR HOPPER SITES

The Edward Hopper House Art Center, B2 N.
Broadway, Nyack, is home to exhibits and
events related to Nyack's favarite son. Visi-
tors can climb the narrow stairs and see
Hopper's bedroom and a gallery space.
“There's also a Hopper walking tour of Nyack
that can be printed out or downloaded to a
smartphone. The tour boasts a handful of
vilage locales that Hopper captured on
canvas, from Helen Hayes' home, Pretty
Penny, to a LaVeta Place home that has.
architectural details Hopper used in “The Lee
Shore” to the family’s former butcher shop,
at School Street, which Hopper painted in
“Seven AM."

‘HOPPER'S HUDSON'

Growing upin a river village, Hopper was
never far from the Hudson and it found its
way onto his canvases. From Sept. 16 to Nov.
13, Hopper House presents *Hopper's Hud-
son;"alook at artists who lived and worked
along the river during Hopper's lifetime, from
1882 to 1967. Curated by Mark Waler, it
includes works by artists Reynolds Beal,
Joseph Biel, CK. Chatterton, Julien 0. David-
son, AB. Davies, Dorothy Deyrup, Willam
Fisher, George Grosz, Bertram Hartman, John
Henry Hill and Hal Robinson.

Carole Perry, artistic director and curator of the Hopper House, visits the "Railroad House.”

UNASSUMING SECOND EMPIRE HOME IS
ARTIST'S 'HOUSE BY THE RAILROAD'

PETER D. KRAMER PKRAMER@LOHUD.COM

Drive north on Route 9W into Haverstraw and — just past New Main Street, on the left —
stands a building you might recognize, even if you're not sure where you know it from. e The
French Second Empire home, withits classic mansard roof and upper-floor dormer windows,
inspired Edward Hopper’s 1925 painting “House by the Railroad.” Some say it was also the
model for Norman Bates’ house in Alfred Hitchcock’s “Psycho” —and Bates’ isolation would

seem tofit into Hopper’s world view . e For Rocklanders, having Hopper is more than enough.

Builtin 1885, the house at 18 Conger
Ave. was the longtime home of Rock-
land County District Attorney Thom-
as Gagan. The Gagans lived there
from 1919 to 1960. Daughter Amo Ga-
gan remembered looking out her sec-
ond-floor window, across Route 9W
and the railroad tracks, and seeing a
man seated at an easel down by the
station, painting.

She said she was sure it was Ed-
ward Hopper, in1924.

Hopper's wife, Jo, his muse and
frequent model, said the painting was
based on numerous houses, that Hop-
per knew French architecture,, hav-
ing spent time in Paris, and that it
wasn't based on one specific home.

But Carole Perry, artistic director
and curator of Nyack’s Hopper
House, where the artist was born and
raised, says all signs point heavily to
Haverstraw: the railroad’s proximity,
Amo Gagan’s recollections and the
similarity of the structure’s distinc-
tive roof line.

Hopper took artistic license in
“House by the Railroad” — chopping
off the back rooms of the massive
home, eliminating the hill behind it,
forcing the perspective and putting it
harder up against the railroad tracks
that dominate the foreground —mak-
ing the building leaner, lonelier, sil-
houetted and solitary.

“It reflects his view of the world,
and how he saw himself,” Perry says.
“Even his paintings of the city havea
sense of isolation. It’s who he was.
And that began when he was a boy in
Nyack.”

“There’s the symbolism of the rail-

Left Edward Hopper's  House by the Railroad,

road moving forward,” Perry says.
“The tracks separate the viewer from
the house and the people in it, the
blinds are drawn, everything sug-
gests isolation and removal from pro-
gress.” - p

Hopper painted it in 1925, in the
midstof adecade-long party known as
theRoaring Twenties, but in Hopper’s
world, the house has been left bel
as time moved on.

The painting was sold originally for
$600. Five years later, in 1930, the
owner donated “House by the Rail-
road” anonymously to the just-opened
Museum of Modern Art. It was the
first painting added to the museum’s
collection. )

The house — which has long been
divided into six apartments — is now
in the hands of Edwin and Lori Castil-
lo, who are as welcoming as Hopper's
Ppaintings are solitary.

Lori Castillo approaches visitors
with no outward sign that 30 years of
unannounced Hopper-related pop-ins
have tested her patience. “How are
you? Are you Hopper fans?” she asks
excitedly inanaccent that owes much
more to her native Massachusetts
than to Rockland County, her home of
three decades. “What a pleasure to
have you.

Before long, she has opened her
home on the second and third floors,
to company. A print of the Hopper in

uestion hangs in the living room, and
there are paeans to the painter
throughout the airy space, including
an image of the home painted by Lo-
ri's sister, Jeannie Dunnigan, on one of
the building’s original slate roof tiles.

“1925. The work was one of the first paintings

added to the collection at the Museum of Modern Art, New York. Above: The house today.
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